minor English poets of the decadent movement also toll 
its death knell. Arthur Symons, Francis Thompson, 
Lord Alfred Douglas, and particularly Richard LeGal- 
lienne regard the soul as a lifeless burden on the body. 
Stefan George’s Das Jahr der Seele (1897) crystallizes the 
references to the soul. The soul evokes unreciprocated 
love, the collapse of communication, and ‘“‘sterile 
human relationships.’’ This depiction of dead souls in 
dry months is not the monopoly of George. It is central 
in such poets as Hofmannsthal, Rilke, and early T.S. 
Eliot. According to Yeats, this decadent notion of the 
soul’s demise also manifests itself in the theater of the 
time. 

In her last chapter, Miss Nalbantian relates the idea 
of the soul as metaphor to psychological and philoso- 
phical concepts of the nineteenth and twentieth cen- 
turies. She quotes this passage from Carl Jung’s Wirk- 
lichkeit der Seele (1947): 





From the time of the Middle Ages as well as from 
that of Antiquity, moreover, since its foremost 
beginnings the whole of humanity had proceeded 
from the conviction of a substantial soul: there 
emerged in the second half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury of psychology of ‘‘soullessness.’”’ 


Besinning with Schopenhauer and Hegel, philoso- 
phers ‘‘circumvent the word-concept ‘Soul.’ ’’ The 
positivists and social philosophers such as Taine and 
Mill start using the terms ‘‘mind,’’ ‘‘intellect,’’ ‘‘ego,”’ 
and ‘‘self’’ instead of the word ‘‘soul,’’ a trend which 
culminates in Nietzsche’s philosophy. The book ends 
with a reference to ‘‘Yeats’ philosophical poem ‘A 
Dialogue of Self and Soul.’ ’’ But Yeats’ soul unlike 
Wordsworth in his Ode does not rejuvenate or revitalize 
the idea. 
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